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Welcome Spiritual Advisors and FCCW Board Members for 2021 to 

2023.  I so look forward to our working together on the FCCW Board.  

My hope is for us to grow together in Spirituality,   Service and Love. 

We have all just returned from the NCCW and WUCWO Conventions. 

What wonderful learning experiences and knowledge we picked up.  

The celebration of the 2020one Convention was more than expected 

with uplifting liturgies.  Please review the resolutions that were passed 

at the Convention and get all of the updates on the NCCW website.  It is 

well worth the time and effort and please share all of the information 

with your Diocesan affiliations. 

This month as you share Council Sundays please reach out to new 

members and get them involved in joining CCW.  It is also Domestic 

Violence and Respect Life month.  Please ensure that you are raising 

these issues at your meetings. 

As we look forward to the upcoming holidays, Thanksgiving and then 

Christmas please remember those less fortunate and reach out with the box 

of Joy campaign, and any other programs that you have helping the poor 

and the needy in our midst. 

Please mark your calendars for Catholic Days at the Capitol which will be 

February 2 and 3, 2022. To get the schedule and the registration form, go to 

www.flaccb.org.  Please remember to wear your red and attend the Red 

Mass of the Holy Spirit at the Co-Cathedral of St. Thomas More. 

May Our Lady of Good Counsel bless us all during the upcoming Advent 

Season. 

Myrna Wong   
President/Province Director 

         President/Province Director’s Message 

Prayer to Our Lady of Good Counsel 

God of heavenly wisdom, you have given us Mary, Mother of Jesus to b our guide and counselor. 
 

Grant that we may always seek her motherly help in this life and so enjoy                                                    

her blessed presence in the life to come. 
 

O Mother of Good Counsel patroness of the National Council of Catholic Women intercede for us,                               

that wee may be wise courageous, and loving leaders of the Church. 
 

Help us, dear Mother, to know the mind of Jesus, your Son.  May the Holy spirit fill us with a reverence                                    

for God’s Creation and compassion for all God’s children.   
 

May our Labors of love on earth enhance the reign of God; and may God’s gifts of faith  

and living hope prepare us for the fullness of the world to come.             Amen 



 

 

I want to thank everyone for the beautiful statue of our  

Blessed Mother.    As you can see, she has a very special  

place in my home and also in my heart.   I will think of                     

my FCCW sisters and our Spiritual Advisors                                    

every time I see the statue. 

With love & prayers always,           

Sheila Hopkins 

 Immediate Past President/Province Director 

                At the NCCW Convention                                                                 

            our own Winkie LeFils                                        

          was honored with the  

    Winkie was the first 

FCCW President/Province Director, 
for the Province of Miami,  

     from 1975 to 1977.  
         

Winkie was also NCCW President from 
1979-1981.    

We are so very proud of her,  
an outstanding Woman of Counsel. 

 Congratulations, Winkie !              Thank you, Sheila !        

Our Lady of Good Counsel Award                                       

Thank you  

from Sheila 



NCCW Mission Statement 

The National Council of Catholic Women acts through its members to support, empower 

and educate all Catholic women in spirituality, leadership and service.  NCCW programs 

respond with Gospel values to the needs of the Church and society in the modern world. 

 

Friends of NCCW for WUCWO, Inc. is a nonprofit organization. 

Friends was originally established in 2002 to help support the 2003 

WUCWO North American Regional     Conference in Minneapolis.  

Friends continues to support the NCCW Representative for WUCWO 

(World Union of Catholic Women Organization), and WUCWO North 

America Region today through our membership, fundraisers, and dona-

tions. As you are aware, we recently had the WUCWO North American 

Region Conference on August 24, 2021, preceding the NCCW Conven-

tion. Thanks to our representative, Maribeth Stewart Blogoslawski for a 

well-planned and successful conference. WUCWO had its 110th birthday in 2020 but due to the 

pandemic, no one could get together, we celebrated the 110th birthday this year at the conference. 

Friends will celebrate 20 years at the 2022 NCCW Convention. We are currently putting together 

a history book to celebrate this milestone. We have several FCCW members who are or have been 

Friends of NCCW for WUCWO members over the years, please look through your files and pic-

tures and send any thing we could include in the book to me at nikeglad@aol.com or Bonnie 

Workman at bbw@assnet.com. 

The objectives of this organization are to educate all interested Catholic people regarding WU-

CWO and to provide opportunities to support the programs and projects of WUCWO, the WU-

CWO North America Region and the NCCW Representative to WUCWO. 

If you would like to stand in solidarity with Catholic Women around the world by joining Friends, 

please contact me at 305 510-3163 or Diane Tugander at  954 916-0624. Annual membership 

dues are $25. 

Blessings, 

Josephine Gilbert, President 

Friends of NCCW for WUCWO    Josephine Gilbert, President 



       “Expect great things from God,  
       attempt great things for God” 

 

                  
                   This summer was truly a blessed summer. As the  
       President of the MACCW I represented the Archdiocese
           at the NCCW Convention in Washington, D.C..  It was 
       my first time attending a conference with this many Cath-
olic Women from all over the United States.  

The convention was both spiritual and educational for me. I made new friends and 
built stronger relationships with some of the ladies I already had known. We were 
also able to take some time and visit some of the monuments of our Capitol City. I 
visited the National Basilica and the Shrine of St. John Paul II for the first time. The 
Basilica and the Shrine left me in awe. I came back from the convention renewed 
with the Holy Spirit and ready to begin ministry again and plan MACCW’s annual 
convention. 

 

We held the MACCW summer board meeting via zoom over the summer. Our fall 
board meeting will be held in person late September. It is truly a blessing to see 
ministries meeting in person again. I hosted an open house brunch on 9/11/2021. 
We had a great turnout and again the ladies were happy to be  together again in per-
son.  

 

Currently some of the projects we are planning include participating in the Boxes of 
Joy, a Day of Reflection, a Haitian Mass, and instituting the Golden Rose Award 
program.  Ellen Bachman from the Diocese of Venice did a presentation of the 
Golden Rose Award at the NCCW convention that was amazing. I think the Golden 
Rose Program is a great start in promoting future members of our CCW’s.                           

 

I look forward to updating you all on the wonderful happenings in MACCW           
at the next FCCW board meeting. 
 

Marliese Ljuba 

President MACCW  

 Archdiocese of Miami             Marliese Ljuba,  President 



The time is ticking away.  Here it is September already.  We held our annu-
al Leadership Symposium entitled “CCW Picnic” in July which was well 
attended and enjoyed by all.  Not only did we learn so very much from our 
keynote speaker, Teresa Leon, but from all our breakout sessions on various 
topics.  We also had an evening of fun with a cake auction by our “famous 
auctioneer”, Father Miguel Gonzalez!  All funds from the auction were do-
nated to our Seminarians through the Burse Club.  Pictures of the Leader-
ship Symposium are available on our website, ODCCW.com and on our 
Facebook Page. 
 

Our experience in Arlington, VA started with us attending the World Union 
of Catholic Women’s Organizations (WUCWO) North America Region  Conference.  It was a 
first for me and I found it informative and impressive.  The NCCW Convention 2020ne in Virgin-
ia was outstanding.  It was a packed agenda with wonderful speakers on various topics and of 
course, the highlight of the NCCW Convention for us was Winkie LeFils and Kathy Bonner re-
ceiving the Our Lady of Good Counsel Award for their many years of service to our Lord through 
the National Council of Catholic Women.  We may have broken a record!  Both ladies are Past 
Presidents of the ODCCW and are both in the same Deanery as well! 
 

ODCCW was very well represented at the NCCW convention.  The Very Rev. Miguel Gonzalez is 
not only our Spiritual Advisor but also the Spiritual Advisor for NCCW.  He also served as the 
auctioneer for the Purse Auction!  Kathy Bonner held a presentation on Domestic Abuse at WU-
CWO and held the NCCW First Timers Orientation.  The Leadership Training Development Team 
presentation was held by Susie Harting.  At the Associates of NCCW meeting, Susie Harting was 
installed on the Board of Directors and Mary Matheus was installed as their Treasurer.  The term 
“Florida Strong” is used frequently to describe Florida’s involvement in NCCW but in this case 
we are “ODCCW Strong” as well! 
 

We are now planning our ODCCW Convention 2022 at the Altamonte Springs Hilton in Altamon-
te Springs, FL.  The theme is “God’s Love for All of Us” and will be held April 23-25, 2022.  
Please save the date and join us.  More information will be available on the ODCCW website, 
ODCCW.com, in January.   
On our Facebook page and website, ODCCW.com, you can see pictures and videos from our 2021 
ODCCW Convention.  We weren’t working all the time!! 
 

ODCCW’s Deaneries and Affiliation have been asked to contribute to housing for the homeless 
through the Catholic Charities of Central Florida or other vetted organizations that are in the pro-
cess of building or supporting the building of residences.  With the end to the rent moratorium, we 
feel certain that the need for housing will be greater than ever.  It is our hope to assist in any way 
we can.  
 

Many ODCCW Affiliations are also participating in Box of Joy through Cross Catholic Outreach 
which will guarantee a wonderful Christmas for some children who have  
never received a gift.  
 

ODCCW would like to thank Sheila Hopkins for her support and  
service to FCCW and  we look   forward to working with Myrna Wong.   
Congratulations, Myrna!   
 

I pray all of you will have a wonderful Thanksgiving and a blessed  
Christmas.   
 

Love and God Bless!   
Virginia “Ginny” Hagan 
ODCCW President 

Orlando Diocesan Council of Catholic Women                  Virginia “Ginny Hagan, President 



 

Reverend Fathers and My Council Sisters, 

This President is eager to begin her term on the FCCW Board as the 

representative President from the Palm Beach Diocesan Council of 

Catholic Women (PBDCCW).   

Over the summer months, this President held a meeting with all the 

affiliation President’s in the Diocese and handed out their packets 

which included valuable information needed to run a successful   

meeting, preparing reports, “how to” and protocols.   

The first PBD board meeting of the year was held in August.  That 

meeting brought about plans to hold the Remembrance Tree in November, Take a Sister to 

Brunch in   December, our Inspirations Fashion Show and Luncheon in February, Women of 

Faith, Women of Action in March, and our convention in June.   We are also planning a Lead-

ership Training Day in October. As you can see, our Council is eager to put Covid behind us 

and to begin again with hope for the future. 

 

This President had the privilege to attend the NCCW convention in Arlington, Virginia.  It was 

awe-inspiring to see 471 ladies together united for a common cause.   The week was filled 

with great speakers and informative presentations by the NCCW commission chairs.  It is al-

ways wonderful to see the procession into mass of all our Spiritual Advisors and our Bishops.   

It is obvious that they enjoy being with their CCW ladies! 

 

The PBDCCW would like to congratulate our own Myrna Wong on being installed as FCCW 

President/Province Director and Tammy Farr as FCCW Vice President during the Florida 

Province dinner held during the NCCW convention.   

 

On a sad note, our newly elected Northern Deanery President, Millie DelGrosso, passed away 

suddenly, to everyone’s shock.  Some of us had only been with her that morning at a meeting 

to recruit a new council.  Millie’s passing will create a void will not be easily filled.  May Mil-

lie rest in peace. 

 

Until we meet again, be safe and may our Blessed Mother guide us to do His will. 

The Love of Christ Compels Us! 

 

 Doreen Recco 
 PBCCW President 
  2021-2023 

Palm Beach Diocesan Council of Catholic Women              Doreen Recco, President 



 

With 16 seminarians in formation in our little mission diocese we are going 
to focus on new ways to support and grow the Burse Club.  CCW inaugu-
rated the Burse Club mission and it is up to       us to not only maintain, but 
to develop it.  Success in any endeavor begins with prayer, so we are taking 
up our rosaries and asking our Blessed Mother for her help.  I am urging 
the women to form rosary groups – Wine & Rosaries was suggested, or Ro-
saries & Tea, Rosaries & Coffee, or Just Rosaries. Groups can be large or 
small; friends, neighbors, or church groups; they can meet in the evening, 
afternoon, or morning; daily, weekly, bi-weekly, or spontaneously – what-
ever works.  We will pray for the success of the Burse Club, the men in for-
mation, and for new ways to provide financial assistance for their formation.  A different 
seminarian will be featured each month to help pray-errs become more engaged.  We will 
pray that Our Lady of Good Counsel will open many hearts, who will then open their wal-
lets.   

     P-T Diocese is also promoting Box of Joy again this year.  It is an easy project, partici-
pants had so much fun with it, and the rewards are great.  I found a one-minute promo vid-
eo that we showed at the end of Mass that was very effective and will share it with anyone 
who wants to learn more about it.    

    

     We are looking forward to a great year!   

     May the Holy Spirit guide us and our Blessed Mother sustain us –   

     Our Lady of Good Counsel, pray for us!  

 

Joan Walker 

Pensacola-Tallahassee DCCW President 

This year the Diocese of Pensacola-Tallahassee will hold our 47th 
Annual Convention on April 22-23 on the 8th floor of the Hotel 
Duval overlooking downtown Tallahassee.  Our theme is Exer-
cise Your Faith! and our speakers will teach us ways to Exer-
cise our Faith by growing as disciples; with body, mind, and 
spirit; through works of mercy and spiritual exercises; in times 
of trial; with Mary and the saints; and as apostles.  We have en-
gaged a physical trainer to keep us limber throughout the day 
and a Zumba instructor for Fun Night.  It should be a good mix 
of spirituality, growth, and fun. 

Service  Commission— Immigration                           Mary Woltman, Co-Chairman Diocese of Pensacola-Tallahassee                                                Joan Walker, President 



Diocese of St. Augustine                                                              Susan Pritchitt, President 

It has been said that life can change drastically and quickly, and though we 

may have our own plans, we are  not in control.   For the Councils of Catholic 

Women in the Diocese of  St. Augustine, this has been so evident. Recently I 

read an article in the Catholic Woman magazine by Veronica Syzygies. She 

suggested, “ Perhaps, we can   allow God’s plan to unfold for us, by trusting 

    "The Eucharist is the heart of the Church.  

 Where Eucharistic life flourishes, there the life of the Church  

                     will blossom." (Pope John Paul II)   

I am very honored to represent the faithful women and their parishes in our Diocese. Sharing their 

time and talent is what they do best. Each parish has a unique way to contribute and the women 

like Mary, trusted in God’s plan. 

We ended our year with a wonderful convention at our beautiful retreat center, Marywood, in St. 

Johns County. More than 80 women were able to attend. The Holy Grounds provided us with a 

wonderful background and a peaceful setting. Next year’s Convention, God willing, is also 

planned at Marywood Retreat Center from May 5-7, 2022 

We are happy to report, our CCWs are starting to meet again in person. They are building on their 

strengths and gifts. Once again, outreach and spirituality are our main themes. Helping our neigh-

bors, seems to be the common thread.  They are finding unique ways to be active and engaged. 

On October 10, 2021, we will witness the Canonical Coronation of Our Lady of  La Leche and her 

Son, Jesus Christ at the Cathedral Basilica in St. Augustine. It is only the 4th time that a Marian 

Image will be Canonically crowned in the United States.  The Mass will be live streamed from the 

Basilica with Cardinal Osoros, Madrid, Spain in attendance and many Pilgrims will gather at the 

Mission Nombre De Dios to watch this historic event via live stream. Many people have received 

blessings and miracles attributed Our Lady of La Leche. The St. Augustine DCCW will partici-

pate by saying rosaries for the spiritual bouquet, assist with the flowers to be sold at the Mission 

grounds, help fill the Pilgrim bags and assist with the welcome table. It is a great honor to partici-

pate.  

Plans for monthly rosaries, a Spiritual Day of Reflection and support for all of our Diocesan pro-

jects are  being discussed.  

  

Your Sister in Christ, 

Susan Pritchett 

DCCW President 



Diocese of St. Petersburgh                                           Melissa “Missy” Garrett, President 

Another speaker was Lou Ricardo, Director of Marketing and Donor Relations for Catholic 

Charities Diocese of St. Petersburg, Inc. reported on Catholic Charities and the housing they 

have now in all five counties of our Diocese.  I am hopeful his talk will help boost our support of 

the HUGS for the Homeless Campaign next spring. 

Our service project at this convention was Cross Catholic Outreach - Box of Joy ministry.  Our 

goal is to fill 50 boxes.  We collected many items.  We will pack the boxes on October 23 at 

Corpus Christi Catholic Church Parish Center from 2-4pm. 

Our Diocese had seven representatives attend the National Council of Catholic Women’s 100th 

Anniversary Convention.  We were all a bit anxious getting on an airplane and, as has been the 

norm for the last few NCCW conventions, we sat and watched Hurricane Ida as it originally 

tracked over a portion of our area.  We were thankful we had a safe trip, and that our area was 

spared from the hurricane.  Our hearts and prayers are with those that were affected by Hurricane 

Ida.  

Let me quote a bit from the NCCW Press Release: “Following the call of the 2018 pastoral letter 

of the United States Catholic Bishops, Open Wide Our Hearts: The Enduring Call to Love - A 

Pastoral Letter Against Racism, NCCW members approved a resolution to heal our country and 

communities from the negative effects of racism, prejudices, and all types of discrimination.”  

Part of this resolution calls for our Province to “be able to name at least one action their councils 

have taken to begin reducing racism in their personal lives, in their councils and/or in their com-

munities”.  Our Diocese, with the guidance of our Bishop, Gregory Parkes, had a Day of Prayer 

to End Racism and Violence on September 9, 2020.   

The theme for our 54th Annual Convention will be “Courageously Living the Gospel with a 

Thankful Heart” (May 12-15).  We will focus on our blessings and the many things we are 

thankful for.  

Missy Garrett 

President 

Our Diocese had our 53rd Annual Convention in August.  We had 

great speakers.  One of them was Patricia Lorenz, author.  She re-

minded us that laughter truly is the best medicine.  Endorphins are 

your body’s natural pain killer.  We have three great endorphin 

builders, exercise, laughter, and $**.  The one of these that we can 

do anytime anywhere is laugh.  The body knows when you are 

laughing.  Laughter is healing; it helps with asthma, lowers blood 

pressure, aids digestion, helps you sleep, decreases your cortisol 

levels, alleviates fear and more.  Patricia said: “you don’t get old 

because you’re laughing, you get old because you stop laughing.” 



Diocese of Venice                          Josephine Weiss, President 

 
Reverend Fathers and Council Sisters, 
 
Congratulations and best wishes to our newly installed officers and Spiritual Advisor and to our 

FCCW Board. 

 
At our board meeting held on June 11, 2021, I was introduced by our Immediate Past Co-

Presidents, Brenda Dolan, and Ellen Bachman as the new Diocesan CCW President. 

 
After the shutdown we had in 2020 due to Covid pandemic, we are slowly and carefully getting 

back to holding our events again.  

 

 

 

Our 35
th
 Diocesan CCW two-day convention was held on June 4-5 this year.  It was hosted by our Council of Catho-

lic Women from Our Lady of Lourdes in Venice.  We had very good and dynamic speakers at our convention.   Jean 

Bazley was our keynote speaker. Sheila Hopkins, Martha Klinikowski, Sue Miller, Katie Morris and Fr. Juan Lorenzo 

De La Rosa were our conference speakers.  Chloe Springer, whose grandmother is one of our CCW affiliation board 

member, also gave a very dynamic and beautiful speech. 

Right after the Convention, a Mass was celebrated by our Bishop, Most Reverend Frank J. Dewane, and concele-

brated by Father Jay Jancarz who is our Spiritual Advisor and Pastor of Our Lady of Lourdes, and by Father Juan 

Lorenzo, Parochial Vicar of St. Michael Parish in Wauchula.  It is at the end of this Mass that we (President-Elect, 

Secretary and Treasurer) were installed by Bishop Frank J. Dewane, assisted by Father Jay, on June 5, 2021, at 

Our Lady of Lourdes Church in Venice.   It was a beautiful and touching event. 

Our next Venice Diocesan CCW Convention will be held on April 23, 2022. 

 We held our first diocesan board (post-convention full board) meeting at a local country club in Venice on June 26, 

2021. 

Our 2021-2023 theme is “serving the Lord with love and joy through the Holy Spirit”. 

Our Boxes of Joy project is underway. Empty Boxes of Joy were distributed in the beginning of September to repre-

sentatives of several CCW affiliations, whose parishes would like to participate on this project.  Towards end of Oc-

tober, the filled-up boxes with $9.00 added for shipping each box, will be collected for delivery to pick up location. 

One parish, through one of our CCW affiliations, stood out.  They were able to fill up a total of 700 Boxes of Joy as of 

last Sunday, September 19
th
.   They originally pledged to fill up 500 boxes.  They ordered 200 more boxes after their 

Pastor showed a video from Cross Catholic Outreach.  

Our Venice Diocesan CCW hosted our first Priest’s Appreciation Dinner on September 17, 2021, at a local country 

club in Venice. The appreciation dinner was held to celebrate them for who they are, what they do for God’s people, 

and who had been there always for us in every important sacrament in our lives.  Priests who attended were given a 

small gift of appreciation.  This event was originally planned in 2020 but was cancelled because of the pandemic and 

rescheduled this year. 

Every week, we pray the rosary via free conference call.  We alternate in leading the rosary. 

We will host a Retreat on October 16 at the Epiphany Cathedral in Venice.  All our members and affiliations mem-

bers will be called and encouraged to come.   Plans for the Retreat are being currently worked out as of this writing.  

There will be two speakers.  One speaker will be addressing the attendees in English and the other speaker will be 

addressing the other attendees in Spanish. 

 

 Josephine Weiss 

 President 



From Left to Right:      

Patricia Moore, Treasurer,  Martha Klinikowski, Recording Secretary,                  

Brenda Dolan, President/Province Director Elect,   Myrna Wong, President//Province Director,   

Tammy Farr, Vice President, Rev. Clem Hammerschmitt, FCCW Spiritual Advisor 

Brenda Dolan, third from the left, Immediate Past President of the Venice Diocesan Council of 

Catholic Women, has been installed as President/Provincial Director-Elect Florida Council of 

Catholic Women Board. The new Board members were installed at the Province Dinner Aug. 26, 

2021, in Arlington, Virginia.  

Venice CCW member named to State Board 

Brenda Dolan, Immediate Past President of the Venice Diocesan Council of Catholic Women, 
has been installed as President/Provincial Director-Elect Florida Council of Catholic Women 

Board. The new board members were installed at the province dinner Aug. 26, 2021, in Arling-

ton, Virginia. This was part of the 101st National CCW Convention. In June 2021, Dolan, of St. 

Therese Parish in North Fort Myers, completed a two-year term as Co-President of the Venice 
Diocesan Council of Catholic Women. She was President for two 2-year terms before that. Sever-

al women from the Diocese of Venice also serve on FCCW committees, including Iris Gomez, 

Legislative Advocacy Co-Chair; Ellen Bachman, Our Lady of Good Counsel Co-Chair; Dolan, 

By Laws Committee Chair. The current Venice Diocesan Council of Catholic Women President 
is Josephine Weiss 



Spiritual Advisors                                                 Fr. Ted Costello 

          St. Petersburg Diocesan Council of Catholic Women 



Welcome to a new Council year.  As with new years let us go right to the cal-

endar.  Let’s look at a few saints celebrating their feast days during the next 

four months.  There are so many but I picked just a few and wonder how their 

story will affect your story.    

October 4 Saint Frances of Assisi.  He is the patron saint of Catholic Action.  

How many of you will host a blessing of pets?  How many of you have taken 

in that injured animal?  One of is famous quotes is :    

 “When one  serves the poor, he serves Christ himself.” 

          October 15 Saint Teresa of Avila.  She is the patroness against headaches.  Five 

 years after the death of her mother she entered the convent.  Then she proceeded to 

 build many more.   She had many sections in her life and some how built on them. 

           October 18 Saint Luke the Evangelist.  He is the patron of painters and physicians.

 Are we not suppose to be going out and sharing our faith? 

           October 19 Sant Isaac Jogues After many trips to the New World, he administered    

 to the native Indians of Quebec. 

           November 1 All Saints Day I like to think that this is a hopeful statement.  That we 

 are saints in the making.  There I hope for us. 

           November 13 Saint Frances Cabrini.  She is the patron saint of emigrants.  Now 

 that is something to think about.  What can we do for those new to our country, or 

 parish our neighborhood?  Mary and Joseph were new to Bethlehem. 

           November 22 Saint Cecilia.  She is the patroness of musicians.  We relate to her 

 whether we are musicians or trying to sing from the pew. 

           December 4 Saint Barbara.  She is the patroness of prisoners.  Because of her time 

 in prison before her martyrdom we can pray to her for our imprisoned brothers and 

 sisters. 

        December 6 Saint Nicholas.  He is the patron of bakers.  Now when you are baking            

 with your grandchildren you can invoke Saint Nicholas and get a two for one. 

           December 12 Saint Jane de Chantel.  During periods of her life, she had a long dry 

 season in faith life.  That should give us all encouragement. 

          December 13 Saint Lucy. She is the patroness of eye patients.  Glaucoma, retina 

 problems, macular degeneration and so forth are reasons to pray to Saint Lucy. 

     St. Other dates to keep in mind the 13th of each month at 7:30 p.m. eastern for the 

 NCCW rosary. 

          October is a Mary month.  Certainly, a great month to start saying your daily rosary. 

          November 21 the feast of Christ the King brings us to the end of the liturgical year,    

 Thanksgiving. Advent and Christmas. 

 Spirituality                                               Julie Rothery, Chairman 



It’s never too early… for what?      

Our Lady of Good Counsel Award 
The qualifications for this award: 

 A woman of faith and vision that is/was actively involved in Council, 

 A woman who served/served Council faithfully, 

 A woman who is giving, or has given, of her time and her God-given gifts. 

 

The woman for each category chosen by the committee will be honored at our    

 Florida Council of Catholic Women’s Conference. 

The Rules, Guidelines, and forms to nominate an Active Member and a Posthumous member are 

on the Florida Council of Catholic Women website: (under Committees) flaccw.org                             

     

FCCW Our Lady of Good Counsel Committee 

       Jean Bazley, chair          Ellen Bachman, co-chair             Fr. Jay Jancarz 

Our Lady of Good Counsel Award                                    Jean Bazley, Ellen Bachman,  

                             Fr. Janusz (Jay) Jancarz 

Our Lady of Good Counsel Award! 

Active Member 

& 

Deceased Member 



Legislative Advocacy                                                                Maria Knoll, Co-Chairman 

Good morning my dear friends and Board members.  

I am not new to the FCCW Board. I am serving since 2011; as President Elect for the 
Venice DCCW and in 2013 I became the first Latina President. I served as Immigrant 
Advocate with Myrna Wong for two consecutive terms. It's an honor to come back 
under her guidance as FCCW President. Thanks Myrna to believe and trust me!  

Let's begin with a prayer for Life. (6th National Congress Pro Vida- Hosted by our 
Archbishop Thomas Wenski). Maria or I will read the prayer. I am working with Re-
spect Life since 1985, first with Olivia Becker, first Respect Life Director for DOV 

and until now with Jeanne Berdeaux. I am the founder of the "Gift of Life Program" at Hardee Co. This 
program serves poor mothers and their infants as well as toddlers.   Beside the physical needs, we cover 
also the spiritual needs of the moms and children like encouraging them to sign for the Sacraments and the 
religious education of their children as well as Bible classes for them.  

I am glad to share with Maria Knoll this committee and what a surprise that we share the Latino heritage. 
We had been in contact and trying to know each other. I am sure the Holy Spirit put us together for the 
glory of God.  

This committee monitors issues that impact the Catholic Church teachings and the USCCB priorities and 

initiates education on the issues or action by members. Right now there are several bills pending at the 

government House and Senate that should get our attention. Please get informed by the USCCB and the 

FLCAN Action Alert. Is very easy to use voter voice on these issues using their website 

(info@flaccb.org). You can also visit the Catholic Charities of your diocese or the NCCW publication. 

We invite you to register for the "Congreso Pro Vida" coming up on October-31, 2021 in Miami. Go to 

your Respect Life website to register and for more information. Our lady of Good Counsel protects and 

guides us!           Iris M. Gomez, Co-Chair, 

           Legislative Advocacy  

Legislative Advocacy                                                 Iris Gomez ,  Co-Chairman 

During October, the Catholic Church celebrates Respect Life Month, a time in which 
we are invited to reflect on the dignity of every human life.  As Catholics, we are 
called to defend, and protect those who are most vulnerable, from the beginning of 
life to its natural end, and at every point in between. Here are some opportunities for 
prayer and action:  
 

       * Sign up for Vigil Hours during 40 Days for Life,                                          
 Sept. 22- Oct. 31. For dates and times, check with your diocese                       
 pro-life coordinator.                                          
           
             * Catholics also advocate for life by seeking an end to the death penalty.    

          The Catholic Mobilizing Network provides resources to educate, advocate  
           and pray for the end of this brutal practice.  Their toolkit can be found at:  

            https://catholicsmobilizing.org/guide/respect-life-month-toolkit. 
     

                                  * Additional Resources, from the United States Conference of Catholic     
           Bishops, can be found at:  

            https://www.respectlife.org/respect-life-month 
 

This year, Respect Life Month, is closely linked to the celebration of the Year of St. Joseph. He protected 
Jesus with his life so he protects us with his prayers since we are the Body of Christ. St. Joseph, defender 
of life, pray for us! 
           Maria Knoll, Co-Chair 
             Legislative Advocacy  



Service  Commission                                                           Diane Tugander, Co-Chairman

  
  

  

  

   

   

   

   

    

       

   

   

   

Greetings dear Council Sisters, Reverend Fathers and Friends, 

I wish to congratulate our new President, Myrna Wong and her 

board and wish them good success in the next 2 years.  I was 

humbled to have been asked to continue to serve as                   

your Service Commissioner, focusing on Human Trafficking.   

I will do my best to keep you  informed as to the efforts of the 

US Catholic Sisters Against Human Trafficking.   After speaking 

with Madam President,  I have reached out to the ADCCW  Presidents 

of the State to obtain the name and contact information  of their 

Board member who is covering the issues of Human trafficking for 

their arch/diocesan Councils.  It is our hope to reach out to these repre-

sentatives gain a better understanding of what is happening in their area  

and to share it with the rest of the state.  It will be through this infor-

mation and sharing we can help each other fight this terrible scourge on 

society.   

We all need to be the eyes and ears who watch out for these trafficked 

persons and we need to be ready to SAY something if we SEE some-

thing.  (call 1-888-3737-888)                                

Blessings to all in Peace, Love, and Joy,        

                        Diane 

 
Why is it important to thank your friends                      on Thanksgiving? 

The last 18 months have been challenging for all of us.   Peo-
ple who shared their life’s difficulties with friends have 
grown together through these tougher times. Friends are the 
precious gifts who walk alongside us, sharing our life jour-
ney. They offer us joy, comfort and reasons to smile when 
there is adversity around us. They accept us for who we are 
and add value to our lives where we need help, assurance and 
their wise experience. 

I can’t thank my friends enough for their help during a rough path a few years ago. I had recently 
made a cross-country move, left my work, got married and settled in a foreign land thousands of 
miles away from my loving family. My friends helped me remain to remain objective, taught me 
how to see the positivity in new experiences, how to learn from my mistakes and how to be coura-
geous to take unknown risks. 



An Immigrant is a person who comes to live permanently in a foreign 

country.  Right now one out of every ten of us living in America was 

born in another country.      When someone applies to become a citi-

zen, it can take up to six months to a year to get U.S. citizenship. The 

process starts when you first get your green card, but there's no accu-

rate way to tell how long each application will take.  Once a person 

becomes a citizen the average waiting time for family members to gain 

entrance into the United States into US visa categories was almost six years. Wait times be-

come the longest for non-immediate relatives of petitioners. For example, the current wait for 

Filipino siblings of adult American citizens need to wait an average 

of 23 years to be eligible for a green card. 
 
 

 
 
MESSAGE OF HIS HOLINESS POPE FRANCIS  
                   FOR THE 107th WORLD DAY OF MIGRANTS AND REFGEES 2021 

                                                        TOWARDS AN EVER WIDER “WE” 

 

Service  Commission                                                        Mary Woltman , Co-Chairman

Dear Brothers and Sisters, 
 
In the Encyclical Fratelli Tutti, I expressed a concern and a hope that remain uppermost in 
my thoughts: “Once this health crisis passes, our worst response would be to plunge even 
more deeply into feverish consumerism and new forms of egotistic self-preservation. God 
willing, after all this, we will think no longer in terms of ‘them’ and ‘those’, but only 
‘us’” (No. 35). and this universal “us” must become a reality first of all within the Church, 
which is called to cultivate communion in diversity.    In general, National Migration Week is 
meant to emphasize the ways in which the migration question is important for the Catholic 
Church in the United States.  
 
 
 

 
 

Holy, beloved Father, your Son Jesus taught us  
that there is great rejoicing in heaven whenever someone lost is found,  

whenever someone excluded, rejected or discarded is gathered  
      into our “we", which thus becomes ever wider. 

 
We ask you to grant the followers of Jesus, and all people of good will, 

the grace to do your will on earth.  Bless each act of welcome and outreach 
that draws those in exile into the “we” of community and of the Church, 

so that our earth may truly become what you yourself created it to be: 
the common home of all our brothers and sisters. Amen. 

              
        Rome, Saint John Lateran, 3 May 2021 

                                   Feast of Saints Philip and James, Apostles 



 

Looking at the definition of leadership, “the action of leading a group of 
people or an organization” brings me to todays direction of this article. As 
we start up our groups/councils the navigate through coming back after the  
pandemic. There are no easy answers. But we accept this challenge and 
move forward. 

As leaders of the Council of Catholic Women it is our responsibility to help 
each affiliation, Deanery, Diocese and our Province to be successful and 
grow. Now how can we do this? 

 Create new options/ideas  

Leadership Training 

In personal meetings and/or zoom meeting to meet the needs of all members 

Prayer – remember those we lost during the pandemic 

Prayer of healing for those suffering from the aftereffects of Covid 

  Be positive  

As leaders during this stressful time in council you must be positive and encourage 
new programs and success of all objectives 

As leaders, be mindful of those who are thriving to adapt to the dangers around us 
with support and open mindfulness. 

Communicate 

The need to communicate has improved over this past year. Continue to do face to 
face or personal communication. Use the telephone instead of emails or texting 
when needed. 

Monthly – How are you doing? Do you as an affiliation need my support. 

Know your members of council. Mentoring is very important. Coach members to be 
the best they can be. 

Thank you 

A person thank you is more useful today than ever. It is hard during this difficult 
time. 

Be patient. Are the many questions of the leader needed during the planning of an 
event? Thank the chairperson for their hard work.  

Thank all volunteers for their support and sharing of their time and talents. 

Be a leader of Vision 

Goals – Set goals and clearly explain where council is going and how to get there. 

Be Transparent – Let council know you support changes and new ideas when appli-
cable. 

Listen to the members  

 

         Enjoy this awesome time of the year as it cools down and know that God loves you. 

            

  Don’t be afraid. Change is such a beautiful thing,” said the Butterfly. 

Leadership Commission               Susie Harting,  Chairman 



Hugs for the Homeless                                 Rosi Schuhmacher,  Chairman 

This is our 13th year of  “Hugs for the Home-

less” and we hope 13 is a lucky number for us. 

Each year we continue to raise a little more 

money than the year before, but unfortunately 

the number of homeless families has also in-

creased.  The pandemic has caused a huge 

burden on the homeless and many families close to joining the 

ranks of the homeless. 

You can plan soliciting events for the homeless from November 1st 

thru Feb. 14th and have your Diocesan Treasurer forward the check 

for your diocese with the name and addresses of the non-profits 

that your diocese had selected.  Keeping this deadline, the FCCW 

Treasurer will be able to calculate the totals and prepare the checks 

in time for you to have them at your conventions. 

Please remember that “to shelter the homeless” is one of our 

“Works of Mercy.” 

Rosi Schuhmacher 

Hugs for the Homeless Chair 



Hugs for the  

         WEB SITES 

 NCCW:   nccw.org  

 FLACCB: flaccb.org  

 FCCW:    flaccw.org  

 USCCB:  usccb.org  

er,  Chairman 

Florida Conference of Catholic Bishops (flaccb.org)  

Join the Florida Catholic Advocacy Network (FLCAN )  - sign up to receive emails that include 
news and action items related to legislative issues.  

Text FLCAN to 50457 on your smart phone to receive action alerts.  

United States Conference of Catholic Bishops (usccb.org)  

Forming Consciences for Faithful Citizenship was revised by the USCCB in 2015.  

This document is available for download at:                   

http://www.usccb.org/issues-and-action/faithful-citizenship                         

We should each take the time to r read this document before voting this year.  

Call to prayer for Life, Marriage and Religious Freedom  - (usccb.org/pray)  

You can sign up to receive weekly text or email reminders to pray and fast on Fridays.  



Web Page                                               Staci Duncan  

Changes have been happening with our website, have you checked it out lately? Please do! 

Checking to make sure that the latest and up to date information on our website is important. I 

have been known to make an error or two.  

 

So please follow up behind me.  Two sets of eyes are better than one.  

Remember sharing is caring and I need you to share with me in PDF format.  

 

We want your diocese information and dates always to update. It is always disappointing when 

you go to a page and see incorrect and outdated information. 

 

Please contact me if you have any questions: 

 
Staci Duncan 
904-733-7624 
904-504-9896 
Smanatee1@aol.com 

Public Relations                                                                                        Barbara Asfendis 

Dear FCCW Sisters and Spiritual Advisers, 

I hope you all enjoy the first issue of the FCCW Newsletter, “Good News”  in our new Presi-

dent’s term.  I want to thank our President, Myrna Wong, for inviting me to serve as the “editor”.   

No one can do this alone and I am grateful and blessed to have a group of women and  priests 

who will continue to contribute informative, and educational to share in the months to come. 

Please be sure to share the “Newsletter” with your affiliation members, and say a silent prayer 

that it makes them want to learn more about our Councils.   Make it a point  to let them know that 

it is also available on our website, if they don’t want to print out a hard copy.  I also like having 

the newsletter on line as it I think it is a great wonderful to have the  newsletter on line as it      

enables us to e-mail copies to people far & near. 

May our patroness, the Mother of Good Counsel, wrap us and protect us in her mantel of love.    

May God bless you always and in all ways. 

 

Barbara Asfendis, Editor 

“The Good News”  


